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(beat)
No, stay there, it isn't a Problem,
yet.

Charlie hangs up, punches a piece of patio furniture

CHARLIE

Fuck 
(reacting to the Punch)

LINDSAY
That was stuPid.

CHARLIE
BabY, I gotta--

LINDSAY
Charl-ie, ever since this camPaign
started

CHARL]E
I know, I know, trust me, I know'
Tomorrow night?

LINDSAY
(now pissed)

You reallY owe me.

CHARLIE
(kisses her cheek)

I'm aware.
(beat)

You know it aint You' ft's the job,
I gotta

(tries to t.hink)
Potential sex issue.

Charlie rushes towards the house '

LINDSAY
You just made your own "sex issue'"

EXT. UPSCALE BAR- SAME N]GHT

Kim is outside, smoking. charlie approaches putting on his
j acket .

Charlie lights a cigarette.

CHARLIE
Any improvement?

(CONTINUED)
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KIM
He's drunker now.

CHARi,IE
How did this start?

KIM
The wife--

CHARI,IE
Oh god.

KIM
She used--

CHARLIE
Please no.

K]M
Craigslist.

CHARI,IE
Do what?

KIM
The "casual encounters" section'

charlie offers a raised eyebrow and takes a big draw.

KIM
I don't know if, Yknow, anYbodY
answered the ad and theY

(gestures)
Yknow. Either waY, he call-ed me

first, because You had me

babYsitting so much and
(she's flustered)

Charlie.

CHARLIE
Ok, let's chill

(beat,)
You and him aint?

K]M
What?

CHARI,IE
(shrugs)

Long night,i, camPaign trai1, some
things- -

s6.
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KIM
Goddammit Charlie, What the fuck
kind of woman do You think--

Charlie raises a hand, flicks away his cigarette w/ the
other

CHAR],IE
No offense, nothing imPlied, I just
had to know.

still a litt.Ie offended, she accepts this, she has been on
t.he road with him a lot

They head for the door

INT. UPSCALE BAR

Charlie sees Chris, tie loosened, a little wobbly, trying to
mot.ion t.o get another shot.

CHARI,IE
What's he drinking?

Kim shrugs

They approach the wounded running mate

Chris looks uP and sees Charlie

CHRIS
Charlie boy, big, uh, big Charlie,

(sings)
Charles in charge...uh' ' 'hi

CHARLIE
Rough night?

CHRIS
(getting mistY eYed)

She, uh, she said, it's like
(he thinks a second)

she wanted to cheat on me, Charlie'
like i couldn't fu1fill her,
her...i dunno

CHARL]E
Did she do the deed?

CHRIS
No, well she saYS she didn't, just'
that she was Putting herself out
there

(CONTINUED)
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Charlie and Kim exchange 'rthank god" glances

CHRIS
(1oud1y)

She's a bitch! I'1I fuck her t'he
fucking . . -T' II- . .waitress

CHARLIE
(briskly)

HalI I

CHRIS
What?

CHARLIE
What'd You tell her, Yknow, wllgn
You, Your own self did some things
Ltrat You aint Proud of?

CHRIS
That's different, Charlie, I got
demons. I exPlained that I got'
demons.

K]M
Maybe she has some demons too,
Chris.

CHRIS
(as if this never crossed his
mind)

She has demons? Charlie do women
have demons?

CHARLIE
Some of 'em. HeII, lots of the ones
I end up with.

CHRIS
You're funnY, he's funnY.

KIM
He is.

CHRIS
My daddy had demons. If he didn't,
Cirarliel did you know if he didn't
he'd've been a Senator...maYbe even
president?

CHARI,IE
But as it was, he was a damn fine
representative.

(CONTINUED)
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KIM
TheY should've named the ParkwaY
after him.

CHRIS
She's right! I like her Charlie'

(to Kim)
HeY mY marriage is kind of--

CHARI,]E
HaII !

CHRIS
What Charlie?

CHARLIE
WhY wasn'L Your daddY ever a
senator?

CHRIS
RePublicans

(hiccups)
Whiskey

(beat)
and PussY(to Kim)
pardon, uh, me.

CHARL]E
And we gonna 1et that ruin You?

CHRIS
No sir, no siree we aint'

CHARL]E
ZactlY, Kim, settle his tab'

Charlie hands her CREDIT CARD

Charlie gets Chris to his feet

CHRIS
Charlie, did f cause a scene?

CHARLIE
You most certainlY did not '

charlie waves at one of the few patrons who's noticed alI
this.

CHARLIE
But we're geLting You out cause
why?

(CONTINUED)
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CHRIS
Gotta stay clean.

CHARLIE
And You and the misses, You'11 be
talking Lo Your Preacher because

CHR]S
Gotta stay cIean.

EXT. UPSCA],E BAR- SAME N]GHT

Charlie Loads chris into his passenger seat, Kim close by

CHR]S
HeY, Charlie, You still seeing t'hat
giir with the big titties?

Charlie gives Kim an apologetic shrug

CHARI,]E
Which girt?

CHRIS
Worked at P1atinum, Iet's go to
ha 

- 
L 'PIatr].num

CHARLIE
We're goin' home, Hal1'

CHR]S
ok

charlie slams the door, leans against, the car haggard,
grimaces, PoPs an ulcer pi11, lights two cigarettes' hands
one to Kim

KIM
Boss knows?

CHARLIE
f'11 tell him. Tomorrow'

KIM
Real1Y, Charlie, a striPPer?

CHARL]E
God, t.hat was in college'

Kim's not backing down

(CONTINUED)
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CHARLIE
It didn't last very long'

She's still eYeing him

CHARLIE
,foeY hated her.

KIM
(laughs)

Fair enough.

CHARLIE
SorrY You had to Put uP with

(gestures)
DiPshit back there '

KIM
Ruined mY night off '

CHARLIE
Mine too.

KIM
Back at it tomorrow?

CHARLIE
Sure are.

INT. CHARLIE'S OFF]CE- DAY

Charlie sits with his feet propped up on his desk, Joe on
;p-"a the desk, Kim is in tfre-room and,Jake is, as always,
checking his IaPtoP

CHARLIE
So, tonight, Henderson'

,IAKE
Where's Chris?

Joe groans

Kim chuckles and looks at Charlie

CHARI,]E
Discussing private matters with his
Pastor, now--

He didn't.

(CONTINUED)
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KIM
Wife did.

lToe groans

Chartie offers him an ulcer Pi11

,IOE
1'11 be fine.

,IAKE
His wife?

CHARLIE
" Casuaf Encountersrr ad '

JAKE
(shudders)

Eww

KIM
I know, right?

Charlie bangs his fist on the desk

CHARLIE
Order, PeoPle.

'JAKEWhat'd the ad saY?

Chatter between Kim and Jake as Charlie and 'Joe begin to
look more annoYed

CHARLIE
H.Y, Henderson.

Sti11 chatter, Jake clicking around on his laPtoP

JOE
(stern)

Henderson.

Silence

CHARLIE
The bossman here will be attending
a BuddY l,ee Fitch concert ' Outdoor
show, should be a l-ot of fun, short
on stage shoutout.

(CONTINUED)
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.IAKE
Get pictures?

CHARIJ]E
Local medi-a too -

JAKE
On it.

CHARLIE
And Kim, You've got volunteers
together for--

KIM
North end.

CHARLIE
Remember this neighborhood is--

KIM
(rote)

Redneck north end, NOT black north
end.

C}IARLIE
Quick studY and I--

'fAKEWait, you?

JOE
You aren't going to Henderson?

CHARLIE
Phones, with the golden circle'

,1OE

Charlie, man, You're sending me and
Jake to a country show without--

CHARLIE
You can handle it ,JoeY, it's easy,
go on stage with Anne, talk about
[o, gtert BuddY Lee Fitch is, get
the crowd PumPed.

,IOE
This isn't exactlY mY crowd,
Charlie.

JAKE
Yeah, man, how redneckY we talking
here?

(CONT]NUED)



64CONTINUED:

CHAR],IE
Worst case, tell 'em once You're
governor BuddY Lee'I1 ge! a Pardon
for anY white lightning he's ever
made.

K]M
Isn't that condescending?

CHARLIE
These are rednecks loaded uP on Bud
Light and, be honest, Probab1Y a
liEt1e homegrown, who're all PumPed
to hear BuddY Lee sing about how
much America kicks ass and how fun
it is to get drunk.

JOE
That's where I alwaYs excel'

CHARI,]E
ThirtY seconds, after he PIaYs
I'Main Street usA, I' it'11 be
imPossible to bomb'

JAKE
How will it PlaY on local media?

CHARLIE
Great, Jake, iL's imPossible not
to.

(beat)
I rea1lY need to t'a1k to these
donors, Lhese are the guys that
throw us Parties and want favors '
These are the guys I met working
for McGreevy.

.Toe shoots Charlie a look

JAKE
I think somebodY wants to avoid
some overtime.

CHARI,IE
(haIf sarcastic)

I shall not sit here and have mY

character and motives maligned in
such a--

JAKE
Shut uP Charlie.

.Toe trgets itt'

(CONT]NUED)
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JOE
(to Charlie, mouthed)

LindsaY?

Charlie has a subtle facial tick

KIM
You two did that, thing, that macho
law school buddY thing'

.Iake looks up, Charlie barely raises his eyebrow

65.

KIM
There it was again, You guYS are
doing something.

JAKE
I think f can handle Henderson,
heII, I'ITr starting to real-IY like
BuddY Lee.

K]M
oh no, f,o, damn it, You guYS are
not letting Charlie go home earlY'

JOE
Kim, we do need Lo touch base with
some of our strongest suPPorters '

CHARLIE
If You want to caII some of them" '

KIM
No, I'1I get mY staffers together'
get mY volunteers, I'11 canvass,
5nd when I'm done, f'11 turn in mY

data, and then I will 9o home and
turn off mY ceIl and make mYself
margaritas.

The three guYS exchange glances

JOE
I don't t.hink we could ask anY more
of You.

JAKE
You're awesome Kim'

CHARLIE
IndisPensable '

She stares aL t.he guys, somewhere between getting really
pissed and backing down

(CONT]NUED)
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CHARLIE
Did You do something with Your
hairz Joe it took like she got her
hair fixed uP real nice don't it'?

,JOE

Charlie I think You're--
KIM

GuYs, knock it off.

CHARLIE
And give You SaturdaY?

K]M
Deal

(beat)
You three have some evil
telekinetic thingamabob'

JOE
We know.

EXT. OUTDOOR COUNTRY SHOW-N]GHT

A huge crowd of people as Buddy Lee and band rock out on
stage

BUDDY I,EE
(singing)

And since You asked me mister, I'm
alwaYs Proud Lo saY, I come from
the heartland

He points his mic at the crowd

CROWD

Main street, U.S.A

The song finishes

BACKSTAGE

Joe, Anne, and .Take stand, .Toe, in BLUE DRESS SHIRT/KI{AKIS
Iooks consPicuouslY out of Place

,Jake is on his CELL

JAKE
Uh-huh, You'II get a shot of him'

(CONT]NUED)



CONTINUED: 57.

JOE
(to Anne)

Honey, this isn't gonna work'

ANNE
You're sweating, You look nervous '

JOE
,fake, hit?

'JAKE(pu11s away ce11)
ReaI KentuckY PeoPIe '

Anne wipes sweat from Joe's forehead

ONSTAGE

BUDDY LEE
And I'd just like to introduce
y'aII to another feller from Main
Street USA, our next Governor,
MisterJoe Lavassaney'

Light applause, iloe comes on stage w/ Anne, Buddy Lee hands
him the mic

,IOE
We1I, ffiY good friend BuddY Lee
Fitch. . .

A few whooPs and hollers

JOE
He asked me to sing a song with
him, but I said that would be l-ike
inviting his old

(hesitant)
His old hound dog out here to sing
with him.

Crickets

BACKSTAGE

,fAKE
You're not. a comedian Joe, just get
outta there.
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STAGE

JOE
I'm just glad to see so many real
Kenti.cky people. The people. I f ight
for, roiti rixe BuddY Lee Fitch and
his fans.

Light applause, Ione drunken "woohoo"

CROWD

REDNECK COUPLE stand t,oget,her, holding beers

REDNECK WOMAN

He does kinda look Musl-im'

STAGE

JOE
As f travel the Commonwealth, it
makes me wish I had a tour bus like
BuddY Lee's.

BACKSTAGE

JAKE
WeII, a beer bottle hasn't hit him
yet.

STAGE

Bud.dy Lee begins to reaLr-ze the crowd,s losing interest,
steps to a mic

BUDDY I,EE
WeII, uh, .Toe, You know what mY

grandaddY alwaYs said?

,fOE
What's that, BuddY Lee?

BUDDY I,EE
Be a smarL-ass, and vote Democrat'

Rimshot

(CONTINUED)
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BUDDY LEE
Howsabout a big ole round of
aPPlause for our next governor and
his PrettY wife.

Buddy Lee t.old 'em to cheer, they cheer

Joe and Anne wave, head for the wings

Buddy Lee steps from the mic and stops Joe

BUDDY ].EE
HeY, we'11 PlaY I'Song of the
South,rt good Democrat song and
remind '-m You're good PeoPle'

,IOE
Thanks

BUDDY ],EE
Ya did alright.

BACKSTAGE

As Buddy Lee begins a cover of "Song of the Southil

Joe has a look of minor terror on his face

Jake's silence sPeaks volumes

69.

ANNE
I think theY liked You

The t.hree exchange glances

.JAKE
(shrugs)

Didn't get anY boos

Awkward silence sti1l

JOE
Wonder what Charlie's uP t'o right
now.

INT. ''MASTER SU]TE'I STYLE BEDROOM

Lindsay is putting on Charlie's shirt, Charlie is putting on
his pants

Charlie grabs his Cigarettes, -opens patio door' stands in
the framE and light.s uP, big draw

(CONT]NUED)
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Lindsay walks over, hoIds a cigarette to her 1ips, he lights
ir

I,]NDSAY
PennY for Your thoughts?

CHARLIE
I'm content not to be having any at
the moment.

],INDSAY
Drinks ?

Charlie's still- in the aft.erglow

L]NDSAY
Hey...major Charlie, this is earth'

CHARL]E
Huh? Yeah, drinks.

The two finish smoking, charlie goes oYer to his BRIEFCASE

takes out a laptop, Lindsay fixes the drinks

She brings one to Charlie, who is firing up his laptop

L]NDSAY
I thought. You said "night off ' "

CHARL]E
I'm here aint I?

LINDSAY
What're You reading?

She looks over his shoulder, t'rying to flirt

LINDSAY
Bluegrass Polit,ics? God, Charlie'

CHARLIE
Just checking t'he headlines

(beat)
We missed the news, Yknow'

RINGTONE, LindsaY's

She checks the Phone

LINDSAY
She's called me four times'
Something must be uP, have to take
this.

(CONT]NUED)
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charlie, now intently reading something, signals rrokrr

LINDSAY
(on phone)

I told You he was int.o that '

Charlie isn, t paying much att,ention as she wanders away,
he's starting to grin as he reads

CHARI,IE
CrazY o1d SOB. StuPid crazY oLd
SOB. This is too too good'

He rushes Lo pick up his phone, dials, waits

CHARL]E
,fake, d'id You see what he said?

(beat)
Henderson don't matt,er man, did You
see what Fielder saidl

(beat)
Just, man, it's Perfect' Joe will
be deePlY offended. We got curse
words and coded language'

(beat)
Ask Anne if she likes being a
beard, will Ya?

(beat)
Yup, it's that kinda stuPid, the
juicY kind of stuPid'

RICK'S OFFICE- NEXT DAY

Rick is reading the newspaper, visibly pissed. Jess trying
to st.ay calm

Rick tosses the newspaper

R]CK
Fuck, fuck, fuck!

JESS
Relax

RICK
TheY're gonna Pin us t'o the waII
with this. This is

( flustered)
Courthouse bathroom? What was he
thinking?

(CONTINUED)



CONT]NUED:

JESS
The old man didn't know he was
being taPed--

RICK
He's a candidate for fucking
Governor, he's alwaYs being taPed'
And wait., Charlie'1I marshal his
Iittle liberal trooPs. Jake knows
every reporter on this fucking beat
and Joe

(beat )

He's vindictive, You don't get his
rePutat.ion. . .

,JESS
In the long run this will blow
over. It hiPPened too early to t'ank
us.

RICK
We've got three weeks. Three
fucking weeks.

.IESS
I've got a lead with Charlie' Think
it might go somewhere.

RICK
I'm not sure it matters.

JESS
Worst case, we Iose, You go to DC

and work for--

RICK
f know.

INT. CHARLIE'S OFFICE- NEXT DAY

Charlie gunslinger caIm, feet propped up' 'Toe' pacing
nervous energy. Jake, obsessively checking blogs'

,lOE
Fuck him. He wants to saY t'hat
about me? I mean--I'11 fucking kil1
that. o1d Prick--

CHARL]E
It's t.he biggest f avor he' s ever
done us.

72.

(CONT]NUED)
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,JAKE
Blue Commonwealth calls him a
'rgaffe machine"

( clicks )

Backwoods Dem cal1s him "an
insensitive false Christian"

CHARLIEqaa false Christian, that's big'UUU,

JOE
Does he think f'm some fucking
pansy who'Il roll over and let him
iay this kind of, of, filth?

CHARI,IE
I(nock off t.he righteous
indignation man, the more shit he
spews the better.

,JOE

If he said that to mY face I'd
knock his fucking teeth out '

CHARLIE
No, You'd sue him, but he gave You
a gift ,foeY"

,IOE
A gift?

JAKE
HeY, he's alreadY taken a hit in
the Po11s.

Charlie gets up, checks his hair, straightens his tie

CHARLIE
We wilt, f irst, get in touch wit'h
news outlets. JoeY, You will not
stooP to his tevel- and t'his is--

,JOE

Politics as usual?

CHARL]E
You bet, and--

JOE
This is mudslinging, fear mongering
and character--

73.
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CHARLlE
No, rlo, You know t,hat real KentuckY
people, Lhe PeoPle that make this
Commonwealth great are?

Joe shrugs

CHARL]E
TheY're too smart for this '

JAKE
Ooo, I like it.

,IOE
(catching on)

And theY're tired of it ' TheY want
substance, real debate, a change at
the CaPital.

CHARLIE
,fake mY man, You'1I rustle uP-the
reportLrs, who're alreadY calling I
might add, and tell them what?

JAKE
The comments were rePrehensible,
of fensive, and t.heY. ..

CHARI,]E
Only tell us what kind of
politician Governor Fielder is, and
has always been.

JAKE
And it is unfortunate that this is
what makes the front Page instead
of honest. debate about what's best
for our Commonwealth.

,IOE
And you?

CI{ARL]E
I get. to hit. low, cal-1 BobbY Rich'

JOE
Motherfucker, You get to have aII
the fun.

CHARI,IE
You're damn right.
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INT. ]NTERVIEW SHOW

Joe sits across from TV HOST

JOE
Wetl-, I could resPond, but I know
and the PeoPle of KentuckY know" '

INTERCUT- FIELDER' S SCANDAL

INT . LTOE, S CAMPAIGN HQ

Jake is talking to MEDIA

JAKE
...And it only hurts our democracyt
our system and our Commonwealth
when...

'JOE...he has to resort to insults-. '

JAKE
. . . instead of substantive debate ' ' '

.IOE
...on policies for the working
families. . .

,fAKE
...chi1dren...

,IOE
...students...

JAKE
...and everyone...

JOE
. . .in our Commonwealth. . .

JAKE
...What we should be talking
about. . .

JOE
...is whet.her or not Fielder" '
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]NT. DOWNTOWN PARK

charlie, tj-e loosened, CHILI DOG and POP at. a bench sits
next to Bobby Rich

CHARL]E
. . .has Bovine SPongiform
encephaloPathY.

BOBBY
What?

CHARI,IE
Listen, he's a shitstorm of cYazYt
but if You write Alzheimer's
they'11 saY that we're running a
rumor machine.

BOBBY
But iL's clearlY in jest.

CHARLIE
You know that, I know t.hat, but
peoPle' s grandmothers have
Alzheimer's and t.heY don't wanna
laugh about it.

BOBBY
So Bovine sPongiform
encePhaloPathY?

CHARL]E
You know what. that is, right Bob?

BOBBY
Mad Cow Disease, right?

CHARLIE
Ludicrous enough I can dismiss it
as BobbY Rich being BobbY Rich' A
below the belt joke that would
never come from .ToeY-

BOBBY
rrGovernor Fielder: Mad Cow
Disease?r' That headline'd get hits'

CHARI.IE
More traffic, more ads, more PeoPle
reading Blue Commonwealth'

(CONTINUED)
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BOBBY
Get some of the other bloggers on
board?

CHARLIE
Governor Fielder has Mad Cow, t'he
college kids'11 eat iL uP man, as
will t.he email swaPPing old
liberaIs.

BOBBY
Yknow, I could trY to give the
rumor Iegs.

CHARL]E
WeI1, going full joke mode is best,
don't want to offend Agribusiness,
but if You must, give it a tinge of
realism...

BOBBY
Joe know You're doing this?

CHAR],IE
(emphat.ic)

HelI no, and I'11 denY f even know
your name.

Charlie grins, winks, gets uP

BOBBY
You stil1 seeing the Blakemoore
heiress?

CHARLIE
What's it to You?

BOBBY
Dude, everYbodY wanLs an invite to
those Parties.

Charlie shakes his head, starts walking away

CJ{ARLIE
BobbY, BobbY, BobbY.. '

77.

]NT. RICK'S OFFICE- NIGHT

Rick sits at his desk, reading papers

Jess enters with FLATTOP, who we saw in the BG of EXT. BIG
HORSE FARM

(CONTINUED)
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,JESS
Rick, this is the man f was telling
you about.

Rick perks up

RICK
Hi

78.

He extends a hand, theY shake

RICK
So Jess says You have something I
might be interested in?

FLATTOP
Yes, Mister DanieIs, I'ITl aware
of. . .weII. . .an investigation that
might. be of some interest to Your
campaign.

RICK
ReaIlY?

FLATTOP
Thing is, see, through the normal
channels it would hit LavassaneY's
office before it did Yours. TheY'd
know it was coming, theY'd have
time to strategLze, head it off and

(fidgets, thinks)
WeII, I don't want to see him in
the Governor's office.

RICK
What've You got?

Unknown Guy hands him a folder

FLATTOP
You didn't get this from me, think
of it as coming from. -.wel1" 'a
concerned citizen.

Rick looks it over, then registers surprise, ,fess gets a

smirk

RICK
This is all?

FLATTOP
One hundred Percent, we'1I go
forward soon.

(CONT]NUED)
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JESS
Good job?

R]CK
Good job.

INT. JOE'S CAMPAIGN HQ- DAY

We,re in Lhe 'rbullpenrr of a bustling HQ, lots of people
manning phones.-giiring old ladies yAno SIGNS, heading out w/
clipboards etc.

Enthusiast.ic Young Guy comes over to Kim's desk

Kim is on the phone, untouched SALAD in front of her

KIM
WeIl, m'aam I understand Your
reservations but Mister
Lavassaney's oPinion on
abortion...he is in fact a

Practicing
Christian. . .Lutheran. . .we1l''' I
understand.. -thank You for Your
t ime

(hangs up, scribbles on a
sheet)

Yankee church?

She notices the Enthusiastic Young Guy

K]M
What's up?

He holds up PIECE OF PAPER, too far from her face to read it'

ENTHUSIASTIC YOUNG GUY

This is uP.

KIM
What is it?

He hand,s it to her, but doesn't give her time to read it

ENTHUSIASTIC YOUNG GUY

Once Bl-uecommonwealth gets a hold
of this we'11--

KIM
Let me read it.

Kim reads

(CONTINUED)
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KIM
This is good.

She gets up, passing enthusiastic young guy, pretty much
ignoiing him, goes to Jake's office

INT. JAKE'S OFFICE

Smaller than Charlie's, more cluttered, ,Iohn Lennon- IMAGINE
POSTER on the waII

Jake manages to be on both his laptop and his blackberry.

JAKE
(into phone)

And it is with great anticiPation
Joe looks forward to attending the
Burgoo Festival-.

(beat)
No, thank You.

(beat)
I'Il tell him You said he11o.

He notices Kim.

K]M
Political Wire, righL now.

Joe clicks around on t.he comPuter

JAKE
HolY shit.

He immediately checks other websites, we can't register yet
whether this is positive or negative surprise

KIM
Bluegrass Politics?

.JAKE
TheY've got it too.

K]M
C,f ?

JAKE
On the CJ.

Kim grins

(CONT]NUED)
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K]M
I te11 Charlie?

JAKE
You take this one.

They both exit

INT. CHARLIE'S OFFICE

charlie is typing something, Kim and Jake stand at the open
door

CHARLIE
(without looking uP)

What?

Kim puts the PaPer down on his desk

KIM
A11 the blogs seem to agree.

JAKE
Evidently we were a little
pessimistic internallY.

CHARI,IE
We're ahead?

KIM
We're ahead.

JAKE
It must've been the Press flaP from
the- -

CHARLIE
We're ahead?

KIM
Everywhere we look.

CHARI,IE
Hot damn we're gonna win this
sumbitch. CaII ,foeY.

JAKE
He's in court.

CHAR],IE
Who cares, he's winning.
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]NT. CHARLIE'S OFFICE- NIGHT

Charlie pours three glasses of TOP SHELF BOURBON,

distributes them to 'Jake and ,Joe

Charlie raises his glass to toast

CHARLIE
Here's to fiftY t.hree to fiftY five
percent statewide.

,fAKE
Salut.

They drink
JOE

So You think it was the gaffe?

JAKE
The gaffe Put us ahead.

CHARI,IE
Y'aIl are too goddamned
pessimist.ic. The gaf f e gave us a
point, two maYbe, w€'ve Put us
ahead.

JAKE
Not to mention a1l the staff,
volunteers- -

CHARLIE
.Take.

JAKE
Yeah

CHARL]E
Implicit in rrwe.rl

Joe looks a Iot more contemplative than celebratory at the
moment he's shot ahead in the Po1ls

Man. 'roE

CHARI,IE
What's wrong?

JAKE
Yeah, smi1e.

(CONT]NUED)



CONTINUED:

JOE
It's just. . .

CHARLIE
,Just what?

,JOE

We might actuallY win.

CHARL]E
You're damn right JoeY, we might
act,ua11Y march our asses uP to
Frankfort.

JAKE
That's gonna be a good daY'

Joe and Charlie exchange glances, toast

JOE
You think we'd be here this soon?

CHARL]E
I've alwaYs been cockY JoeY, aint
the one to ask.

,JOE

You can'L honestlY teII me You
thought f'd have a shot aL governor
this soon.

CHARL]E
No, f can't.

,JOE

Thank You.

CHARI,IE
I thought it'd be me.

Charlie grins, iloe fliPs him off

83.

]NT. SMALL BAR

Few customers, ,Jake stands at the JUKEBOX

Mel1ow Sinatra tlnpe music queues

,fake goes to a table where LEEANN, same age aS ,fake, sits

(coNTTNUED)
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JAKE
So, what were You wanting to talk
to me about?

LEEANN
WeIl, we've been friends for a
while. . .

JAKE
(pained, hating to saY it)

Leeann, iL' d be inaPProPriaLe,
yknow, with the camPaign and all if
r--

LEEANN
Don't get ahead of Yourself, that
wasn't where I was going.

'Jake's kind of def lated

LEEANN
Not to saY I'd never go there.

Jake smirks

LEEANN
f've just. been following something.
It Iooks to me like it has legs and
it might be dangerous for You guYS.

JAKE
What is it?

LEEANN
I can'L, well

(strained Pause)
ft'd be wrong for me to tell You
exactly. But it. might be dangerous
for you guys, particularly Charlie.

JAKE
Trust. me, Charlie--

LEEANN
I think Fielder's guYs alreadY know
about it.

.]AKE
Either way, I've known Charlie a
long time, foY everYthing he does,
he's really careful.

84.

(CONT]NUED)
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I,EEANN
Well, that may be true, Jake' But
don't be blindsided, something big
might be coming and it might
involve Charlie. ,-Tust, word of
warning.

JAKE
(measured)

WeIl, we'Il be on the lookout''

I,EEA}TN
Friend1Y warning.

Short, uncomfortable silence

.TAKE
(grins)

Can we quit worrying about work and
enjoY some Sinatra?

],EEANN
t,'1ne.

]NT. JOE'S COURTHOUSE OFFICE

Screams " success f ul prosecutor rl

Joe is at his desk, reading FILE

Across from him sit N.o. DETECTIVE and FLATTOP, who is now

wearing a BADGE

JOE
So, Client number two, four escorts
and- -

FI,ATTOP
We really want Miss Moore '

N.D. DETECTIVE
The whole oPeration traces back to
her.

,fOE
I've never/ ever been shY about
taking a case, but--

FLATTOP
ft's airtight, we've got her on
taPe so. . .

(pointed, buL not aggressive)
(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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FLATTOP (cont'd)
Whatever connections she might
have...

JOE
(equaIly pointed)

f can assure You, detective,
I'connectionsrr mean nothing to me.
Law is Iaw.

FLATTOP
Of course, You're the guY who

Pinned Lambert.

N.D. DETECTIVE
(obl-ivious)

The law and order candidate.

,JOE

ExactIY.

FLATTOP
We knew we could trust You, Mister
LavassaneY -

JOE
Proceed as needed. AnYthing else?

The Cops rise to ]eave, N.D. Detective st.ill oblivious to
the poiitical sniping between Joe and his partner

N.D. Detective extends a hand Lo Joe

N.D. DETECTIVE
(unironic)

Good luck in November, Mister
Lavassaney.

Joe ret.urns the shake, if halfheartedly, and nods a rrthankstr

The cops exit

Joe slumps in his chair, looks over the FILE, groans, wings
a PEN across the room

He looks over at his CELL, dials

JOE
( impatient/anxious )

Answer. - .goddammit - . .answer
(beat)

Charlie.
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INT. L]NDSAY'S PLACE- K]TCHEN

Charlie, for the first. time, looks disheveled, almost
trembling

Lindsay sits at the counter, STRAIGHT WHISKEY in front of
her, guarded, defensive

LINDSAY
f never did anY of the calIs,
Charlie.

CHARLIE
That makes it so much fucking
better.

(beat)
Dating a whore, thaL's one thing,
but a PimP.

LINDSAY
Oh, fucking spare me, when did You
turn all Prudish?

CHARLIE
When mY best friend ran for fucking
Governor, LindsaY. You think I give
a goddamn if You and Your dim bulb
nympho friends decide You wanna
supplement your trust funds getting
horse trash laid?

I.INDSAY
There it is again, horse trash?
From a fucking redneck?

CHARLIE
The fucking redneck wasn't running
an escort ring outta the back of
his PickuP, sweet t,hing.

He's got her there.

CHARLIE
Goddamn it, this is what tanked
Chris'daddY.

(beat)
WelI, she was a Louisvil-Ie hooker,
but sti1}.

He's on the verge of tears, violence, something

(CONTTNUED)
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CHARI,IE
Before we had name recognition,
before we had Polls, before we had
anything, we were clean, damn it '

LINDSAY
Charlie I--

CHARL]E
We were clean.

(to himself)
Under mY goddafiu:I nose.

INT. JOE'S KITCHEN- LATE

iloe, tie loosened, shirtsleeves, haggard, sits, thousand
mile stare

TV Drones, he isn't paying it any attention

Anne enters, turns off the TV

AI\NE
(aware)

Rough daY, huh?

JOE
He said he didn't know.

A}TNE
Do you believe him?

,IOE
Babe, it's Charlie. f've--f
mean--it's Charlie. He said he
didn't know.

ANNE
He probably didn't. He was more
caught up in this camPaign than
YOU, even.

,fOE
(ga11ows laugh)

f know.

ANNE
But that. doesn't change the fact
that he was dating the, what'd theY
call her?

(CONTINUED)
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,JOE
(eye ro11)

The Blakemoore mistress.

Anne has a "huh? " Iook

,fOE
After her Parents' farm.

ANNE
Is Charlie staYing?

JOE
Am I suPPosed to fire--

ANNE
You want to be Governor lravassaney,
Senator LavassaneY and as much as I
know you guys--

JOE
No, babe, f can't fire him. He's--

(searching for the words)
He and I--

(sti11 searching)
Some things--

ANNE
Come before Polit.ics?

Joe nods, Anne kisses him on the cheek

ANNE
If you don't get. anY sleeP, honeY,
Lomorrow won't be anY easier'

Joe nods

INT. CHARI,]E'S OFFICE- NEXT DAY

Kim enters as Charlie, Joe, .Take and Chris are already in
the office

CHARLIE
Kim, door.

She closes and locks the door

Tense, momentarY silence

(CONTINUED)
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JAKE
(Ieaping forward)

I saY we go to bat for You. TheY're
trying to make You, and bY
extension .Toe, guiltY bY
association. There's no evidence--

CHRIS
Guilt, bY association means a hell
of a Iot in this state.

KIM
(passive aggressive)

Chris, Your dad had the Seelbach
incident, we don't.

(to charlie)
f've alreadY gotten a supporLive
call from Keith, down in Hazard.

CHARL]E
(smirks)

Good oIe Keith.

JOE
Charlie. . .

A11 eyes on the bossman

,IOE
...TeII them what You told me'

CHARLIE
I did not. know about Miss Moore's
illegat activities. Had I known, I
would not have associated with her'
I am under no threat. of
indictment. . .

CHR]S
You sure?

.IOE
f'm sure.

CHARL]E
I maY, however be under threat of
subpoena.

KIM
Joe wouldn't.

90.
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C}IARI,IE
The defense might.

'JAKE(incensed)
To prove a negative? That's
ridlculous. Charlie I'm serious
we- -

Charlie raises a hand

CHARL]E
I'11 be damned if I'm gonna let a
money making scheme, hatched bY an
over privileged heiress keeP Joe
out of Frankfort.

K]M
So what do we do?

CHARI,IE
f'm resigning.

JAKE
Charlie, man.

CHARI,IE
Jake, f aint, bringing down the
ship, alright.

KIM
(to Joe)

Boss ?

JOE
ft's his decision. I've trusted his
judgment thus far.

CHARLIE
TeI1 'em I've PrePared a statement.
End of discussion.

CHRIS
I aint against iL, but this
wouldn'L be admitting weakness?

CHARLIE
No, end of discussion.

KIM
f don't know, I'm with 'Jake--

9L.

(CONT]NUED)
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JOE
End of discussion.

Palpable tension, Chris leaves first, barely making eye
conLact with Charlie

Kim stands, "say it aint so" 1ook, Charlie salutes his best
"trooper, " she leaves

charlie sits down, puts face in hands, rubbing his temples

So?
JAKE

CHARLIE
You and TrooPer take the reins.
Last debate.

,JAKE
Next week. Hit?

,JOE

Back. 
(wearily)

Charlie grunts a chuckle

'rWhat can be saidZ" sil-ence

CHARLIE
Blinded bY a Piece of ass

(beat)
Damn fine Piece of ass, though'

.Take gets uP, to head out'

JAKE
(chuckles)

That going to be in Your statement?

,IOE
("speechy" tone)

And as You know, Democratic PolicY
on damn fine Pieces of ass ' ' '

CHARLIE
It aint gonna be in there ' Just
hold 'em back a whi1e, would Ya
,Jake?

'fAKEYeah, man.

Jake exits, Charlie pops an Ulcer PiIl

(CONT]NUED)
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CHAR],IE
I reallY am sorry, man. You know I
woufd've- -

,JOE
I know. You know what You're gonna
do?

CHARLIE
McGreevy, I guess.

(beat)
NobodY exPects scruPles from a
lobbyist.

,JOE
Listen, if You want to staY--

CHARLIE
You and I both know f can'L.

(Iong beat)
But thanks for the sentiment. You
can still win t.his thing 'JoeY'

,fOE
MaYbe.

charlie gets up, puts on suIT coAT, straightens his tie and
hair

CHARI,IE
(purposefully overdramatic)

YaY though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death. "

Joe grins, but it,s the grin before you face a firing squad

CHARLIE
. . .1 believe in HarveY Dent '

Firing squad grin, short silence

,fOE
This sucks, man.

Charlie nod"s, acknowledging as much

C}IARLIE
(re: office door)

Out of the fat, huh?

Charlie and .Toe exchange salutes, Charlie exits

Joe sits, alone, looking hollowed out
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INT. JOE'S CAMPA]GN HQ- MOMENTS LATER

pov charlie as he stands in front of rows of reporEers

CHARI,IE
In light of charges recentlY
leveled against Miss Lindsay Moore,
a close Personal friend, I am
resigning from the Citizens for Joe
Lavassaney campaign. . .

EXT. COURTHOUSE

Lindsay faces a Similar gauntlet of reporters as she "perp
walks "

CHARLIE (V.O.)
...Whi1e I have not and will not be
charged with any wrongdoing, ffiY

continued association with Miss
Moore casts a dark cloud of
suspicion over a fine man and close
personal friend...

INT. F]ELDER FUNDRAISER

Rick, Fielder and Flat.top aIl shaking hands, backslapping

CHARLIE (V.O.)
...and diverts attention away from
substantive issues affecting our
fine Commonwealth...

]NT. CHARLIE'S APARTMENT- N]GHT

Charlie pours and downs a glass of CHEAP WHISKEY

CHARLTE (V.o. )

...I regret that I maY have
jeoPardized the camPaign' -But Ibelieve that the people of Kentucky
can look Past, this. . .

INT. RUPP ARENA- GAME N]GHT

Joe sits with Buddy Lee, he looks over his shou]der and
realizes his friend isn't there

(CONTINUED)
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CHARL]E (V. O. )

...and look at Joe LavassaneY, the
man. Thank You.

]NT. CHARI,IE'S APARTMENT- ELECT]ON NIGHT

Charl-ie,s watching returns on TV, with a bottle in his hand

T.V. ANCHOR
And with resufts out of Western
KentuckY still not in, the race is
a dead heat.

CHARLIE
C'mon damn it, we were all over the
purchase.

(examines TV)
Well we got Anderson Count.Y.

He's satisfied that, aL the very least, he got his home
county

]NT. N]CE HOTEL ROOM- ELECT]ON NIGHT

iloe, Anne and Kim watch returns

T.V. ANCHOR
Exit Polling and earlY results
suggest that the Western counties
might tiP this race in LavassaneY's
favor.

T.V. PUND]T
WeIl, the Blakemoore Madam trial
didn't get much PlaY in western
media outl-ets and t.here's still
some lingering discontentment with
Fielder' s - -

Joe muLes it

Anne and Kim look at him "why the heI1? "

JOE
(shrugs)

I can see ihe results, I don'L need
the anchors.

,Jake enters, on his CELL

(CONT]NUED)
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JAKE
You're sure, Ca11owaY, McCracken
and Graves? Graves, reallY? Ok, ok,
thanks.

KIM
So?

JAKE
So it looks like we tiPPed just
enough of the west that, on toP of
Louisville and Lexington- -

,IOE
And just enough in NKY?

KIM
Trust me, iust enough.

JAKE
I think so-

ANNE
JoeY, You're going to be--

,JOE

Babe, not til theY
(points to TV)

CalI it.

]NT. CHARL]E'S APARTMENT- ELECT]ON NIGHT

T.V. ANCHOR
With 83? reporting, ,.Toe Lavassaney
is KentuckY's next governor'

Charlie raises his fists, theY won

Then, as Lhe realization of where he is sets in, he looks
around, he's afone, a Pyhrric victory

He grabs his CELL

INT. N]CE HOTEI, ROOM- ELECTION N]GI{T

Kim and ,fake PoP CHAMPAGNE

Anne kisses Joe

(CONT]NUED)
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AI{NE
Your suPPorters await.

JAKE
We better get out there.

(checks CELL)
CJ, alreadY.

Joe looks tired, but satisfied

JOE
You guYs 9o on, I need to Put the
finiEhlng touches on this sPeech'

Anne and Jake exit

Kim stays a little behind

KIM
We won, boss.

,fOE
We won.

KIM
Hard to believe?

,JOE

A 1itt,Ie.

KIM
Too bad...

That hits Joe a litt1e. tense beat

JOE
Yeah, too bad.

Joe salutes Kim, she exits

Joe picks up his notes, paces a litt1e

CELL rings, he smirks when he looks down at

'JOE
Hey man.

ir
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rNT. CHARL]E'S APARTMENT- ELECTION NIGHT

Charlie is on his phone

Charlie is a little tipsy

CHARLIE
You done it man.

TNTERCUT- CHARLIE AND .fOE'S CONVERSAT]ON

,JOE
I had help.

CHARLIE
Bul1shit, you was the best
candidate in years.

Charlie's TV- Anne and Jake have made it to the podium,
where Chris is giving a speech

CI{ARLIE
HalI stil1 can't stumP worth shit"

JOE
God, I'm glad f'm missing it.

CHARI,IE
TelI Anne she 1ooks, Yknow, real
first lady like.

JOE
f ' 1l- tell her.

CHARL]E
And ,fake to--

JOE
Take it easY on the oPen bar.

CHARLIE
You're the governor, man.

,JOE

That's starting to set in.

CI]ARLIE
Take care of Yourself

(overemphasizing)
Governor.

(CONTINUED)
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you roo, *j:: you roo.
He hangs up

you roo, 
"flXri..

3fiunillju3""Xl" rAcKE?, picks up his spEECH, sarhers himself,

FTB
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